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Unbound schedules of population for Nebraska, Colorado, Florida, 
Dakota Territory, and New Mexico Territory. 

12. Eleventh Census, 1890. 

The schedules of the Eleventh Census are unbound. It is esti- 
mated that the population schedules, if bound, would make about 
30,000 volumes, owing to the form of the schedules. The agricultural 
schedules have been transferred to the custody of the Department 
of Agriculture, and the schedules relating to veterans have been trans- 
ferred to the Pension Bureau. The schedules relating to mortality 
and social statistics were damaged by fire in March, 1896, and have 
been destroyed by order from the Interior Department. 



SAMUEL W. ABBOTT, M.D. 

Dr. Samuel Warren Abbott, secretary of the Massachusetts Board 
of Health, died suddenly at his home in Newton, Saturday morning, 
October 22. He was born in Woburn, June 12, 1837. He attended 
the high school there, and then went to Brown University at Provi- 
dence, where he graduated in 1858. He graduated from the Harvard 
Medical School in 1862. Soon after the outbreak of the Civil War 
he entered the navy as an assistant surgeon, and served until 1864. 
He saw some active service in the navy, notably on the Monitor 
" Catskill" ; but his desire for still more activity led him to seek a 
transfer to the army. He resigned from the navy, and was appointed 
as surgeon to the First Massachusetts Cavalry. In connection with 
this regiment he was actively engaged until the end of the war. He 
then returned to Woburn, and practised his profession there from 
1865 until 1869. From there he moved to Wakefield, where he con- 
tinued to live until 1902, when he moved to Newton. 

He was coroner of Middlesex County from 1872 to 1877, then was 
appointed medical examiner and served as such until 1884. He was 
appointed health officer of the combined Boards of Health, Lunacy, 
and Charity in 1882, and continued his faithful and acceptable ser- 
vices in this position until the Board of Health was restored to its pre- 
vious solidarity, when he became secretary, and held this position 
until the time of his death, twenty-two years in all. 

In his earlier years as a practitioner, Dr. Abbott took much interest 
in surgery, and in working out some questions which have later 
claimed from others more and more study. Small-pox and vaccina- 
tion always interested him deeply: at one time he conducted a small 
vaccine farm in connection with his practice. He wrote much 
and serviceably on these and kindred subjects. Almost the last thing 
he wrote was an editorial on "Smallpox Infection from Isolation 
Hospitals," for the issue of this Journal of October 20. He was an 
advocate of the law for supplanting the old coroners by the present 
system of medical examiners, and discharged the responsible duties 
of a medical examiner for seven years. For five years, from 1886 to 
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1890, inclusive, he edited the Massachusetts Registration Reports of 
Births, Marriages, and Deaths, prepared under the direction of the 
secretary of the Commonwealth. His immediate predecessors in the 
preparation of these reports were Drs. Charles F. Folsom and George 
Derby. These reports, through all these and the still earlier years, 
were regarded as models in other States and in foreign countries. 

Dr. Abbott contributed frequently to the Transactions of the Amer- 
ican Public Health Association; valuable and important articles for 
Woods's Reference Handbook of the Medical Sciences; for Gould's 
Year Book; reports on progress in matters connected with hygiene 
and public health; and instructive editorials on kindred subjects for 
this Journal. The reports of the Massachusetts Board of Health 
through many years are a monument to his industry. 

But, notwithstanding all these varied interests, Dr. Abbott's real 
passion was for statistics. He was a born statistician, minute, pains- 
taking, accurate, tireless, and honest. It will be no easy matter to 
fill satisfactorily the place which he occupied in the medical commu- 
nity and in the service of the State. He was a member of the Massa- 
chusetts Medical Society, the American Medical Association, the 
American Public Health Association, the American Statistical Asso- 
ciation, the Loyal Legion, the Royal Statistical Society of Great 
Britain, the Societe Francaise d'Hygiene. 

As a man, Dr. Abbott was singularly modest, simple, and retiring, 
and commanded the respect of all who knew him. He leaves a 
widow, a son, and daughters. — Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 
Nov. 3, 1904. 



In the death of Dr. S. W. Abbott, which occurred at Newton Cen- 
tre on Oct. 22, 1904, the loss of one of the most active and influential 
American workers in vital statistics has been sustained. Dr. Abbott 
was secretary of the Massachusetts State Board of Health since 1886, 
and in that capacity had the editorial direction of the Massachusetts 
Registration Reports for several years. He was a councillor of the 
American Statistical Association, and a frequent contributor to its 
Publications. The issue for June, 1904, received since his death, 
contains an interesting review of Dr. Hayward's paper on "Life- 
tables," a subject of the first importance in vital statistics, and one 
in which he was greatly interested. The preceding issue had an im- 
portant paper on "The Decrease of Consumption in New England," 
reference to which was made in a previous issue of the Bulletin. The 
masterly series of annual reports prepared by Dr. Abbott contained 
useful summaries, and illustrated the practical service that reliable 
mortality statistics sustains to progressive sanitary work. 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, to whose editorial col- 
umns Dr. Abbott was a frequent contributor, remarks: "But, not- 
withstanding all these varied interests, Dr. Abbott's real passion was 
for statistics. He was a born statistician, minute, painstaking, accu- 
rate, tireless, and honest. It will be no easy matter to fill satisfac- 
torily the place which be occupied in the medical community and in 
the service of the State." 

It is not only with a profound sense of regret for the cause of Amer- 
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ican sanitation and registration that the news of his death was re- 
ceived, but also with a deep feeling of personal loss and sorrow. Since 
1894, when the writer first made the acquaintance of Dr. Abbott at 
the session of the American Public Health Association at Montreal, 
he has been in more or less constant correspondence with him, and 
never failed to find untiring interest, cordiality, and excellent advice 
put freely at his service. Dr. Abbott was chairman of the Committee 
on Vital Statistics of the Association for many years, succeeding Dr. 
J. S. Billings, and resigning in favor of the writer in 1897. His re- 
port to the Association in 1894 consisted of a clear presentation of 
the merits of the classification of causes of death reported at the 
meeting of the International Statistical Institute held at Chicago 
during 1893, and it is from this report as a basis that the movement 
in this country in favor of the general adoption of the uniform classi- 
fication then known as the "Bertillon system" began to grow. Dr. 
Abbott was one of the three members of the commission appointed 
by the Association to aid in the work of revision of the system per- 
formed at Paris in August, 1900, since which date it is known as the 
International Classification, and is used by the United States Census, 
all registration States, and many foreign countries. His name should 
never be forgotten in connection with the history of the development 
of uniform and comparable international mortality statistics.— Dr. 
Cressy L. Wilbur, in Michigan Monthly Bulletin of Vital Statistics. 



BUREAU OF STATISTICS OF DEPARTMENT OF 
AGRICULTURE. 

The following extracts are taken from the report of the Secretary 
of Agriculture, Nov. 26, 1904, in regard to the statistical work of the 
department :— ■ 

On July 1, 1903, the Division of Statistics of this department, 
which is the oldest distinctively statistical agency of the govern- 
ment, antedating by a score of years the creation of this depart- 
ment, received the broader organization of a bureau. 

As now organized, the Bureau of Statistics includes a Division of 
Domestic Crop Reports, a Division of Foreign Markets, and a Mis- 
cellaneous Division, which conducts special investigations and col- 
lects statistics on rural economics. The work of the Division of 
Domestic Crop Reports forms the most conspicuous feature of the 
statistical work of the department. It employs nearly two-thirds 
of the entire clerical force of the Bureau, and calls to its aid the 
public-spirited service of nearly 250,000 voluntary correspondents, 
whose painstaking service deserves grateful appreciation. The 
results of its investigations are published monthly in the Crop Re- 
porter, of which over 1,300,000 copies were distributed during the 
year. 

The general appreciation by the business and farming public of the 
value of the department crop reports grows steadily. Criticism is 



